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== in Real-World Attacks

Many businesses and homeowners assume that any safe is better than none. While that may be
true in theory, relying on a “good enough” safe can create a dangerous false sense of security.

In real-world break-ins, criminals don't test safes politely—they attack them with tools, speed, and
intent. Safes that appear strong on the outside may fail quickly if they lack proper construction,

anchoring, or recognized burglary ratings.

At Blue Dot Safes, we help customers choose safes designed to withstand real-world threats—not
just look secure on a showroom floor. Understanding why lower-grade safes fail can help you avoid

costly mistakes and better protect what matters most.

1. Not All Safes Are Built for Real Burglary Attempts

Many safes sold through big-box retailers or online
marketplaces are designed primarily for light-duty storage,
not determined burglary attacks.

These safes may feature:

® Thin sheet metal construction

® Basic locking mechanisms

® Limited internal reinforcement

® Minimal resistance to pry tools or cutting equipment
While they may deter casual theft, they often cannot
withstand professional tools like grinders, pry bars, or
drilling equipment.
For businesses handling cash, sensitive documents,
firearms, or valuable inventory, relying on these safes can
leave critical assets exposed.

2. Real-World Attacks Happen Fast

Modern break-ins are typically quick and targeted.
Criminals often enter with a clear plan and specific tools
designed to defeat safes.
Common attack methods include:

® Pry attacks targeting door gaps and weak hinges

® Portable grinders used to cut thin steel

@ Drilling attempts to compromise lock mechanisms

® Removing unanchored safes from the premises
In many cases, a safe that looks strong can be
compromised in minutes if it lacks proper construction or
anchoring.
This is why commercial security standards focus on tested
resistance, not appearance.

3. Burglary Ratings Matter More Than Appearance

One of the most important indicators of safe security is
whether it carries a recognized burglary rating, such as
those certified by UL (Underwriters Laboratories).
Examples include:
® TL-15 - Tested to resist attacks for at least 15 minutes
® TL-30 - Built to withstand more aggressive attacks

These ratings are achieved through controlled testing
where safes are subjected to real burglary tools and
techniques.

For businesses handling larger amounts of cash or
valuables, insurers often require TL-rated safes to qualify
for higher coverage limits.

Without these ratings, even a heavy safe may not meet
insurance expectations.

4. Installation and Anchoring Are Critical

Even a high-quality safe can fail if it's improperly installed.
An unanchored safe can be removed from a building and
opened elsewhere where criminals have more time and
fewer risks.
Proper installation includes:

e Anchoring the safe securely to a concrete floor

® Positioning it to limit pry access

® Ensuring the safe door opens safely and correctly

® Integrating the safe with alarm or surveillance systems
where applicable
Professional installation significantly increases the time
and effort required to defeat a safe during a break-in.

5.The Hidden Cost of Choosing the Wrong Safe

When a safe fails, the consequences go far beyond the
immediate loss of valuables.
A compromised safe can lead to:

e Financial loss from stolen cash or inventory

® Qperational disruption and downtime

® |nsurance claim disputes or reduced coverage

® Damage to business reputation or customer trust
In many cases, the cost difference between a
consumer-grade safe and a properly rated safe is small
compared to the potential losses.
Choosing the right safe from the beginning is one of the
most cost-effective security decisions a business or
homeowner can make.

Selecting the right safe means matching the safe’s rating,
construction, and installation to your specific risks.
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