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Identifying Signs That A
'Current Safe Is Outdated

Safes are often treated as permanent fixtures—installed once and rarely questioned. But like any
security equipment, safe age. Changes in technology, usage patterns, and risk exposure can all
reduce a safe’s effectiveness over time. Knowing how to identify the signs that a current safe is
outdated can help prevent security failures before they happen.

At Blue Dot Safes, we regularly work with customers who assumed their safe was still doing its
job—until a small issue revealed a much larger vulnerability.

Why Safes Become Outdated OverTime

A safe doesn't need to fail completely to become a risk. Even when it still
opens and locks, it may no longer provide adequate protection for what'’s
stored inside.
Common reasons safes become outdated include:

® Changes in asset value or volume

® Increased frequency of access

® Evolving theft methods

® New fire or insurance requirements
Outdated safes often go unnoticed because problems develop gradually
rather than all at once.

Sign 1: No Longer Matches WhatYou Store Inside

One of the clearest indicators of an outdated safe is a mismatch between
the safe and its contents.
If your safe now holds:

® Higher cash volumes

® More valuable items

® Additional documents or firearms

® Sensitive business records
...than it was originally designed for, it may be underperforming without
obvious warning signs. Overcrowding, in particular, increases wear and
can compromise internal organization and protection.

Sign 2: Difficulty Opening, Closing, or Locking

Safes are precision devices. When components wear or shift over time,
small issues can signal bigger problems.
Warning signs include:

® Doors that rub, stick, or require extra force

@ Locks that feel stiff, delayed, or inconsistent

@ Handles that feel loose or misaligned
These symptoms often indicate internal wear, alignment issues, or
environmental stress—and should not be ignored.

Sign 3:The Safe Has Not Been Inspected inYears

Many people service alarms and cameras regularly but overlook safes
entirely. A safe that hasn't been professionally inspected in years may
have:

® Worn locking components

@ Outdated internal mechanisms

@ Reduced resistance due to unnoticed damage
Annual inspections help identify issues before they become costly
failures.

Sign 4: Outdated Fire or Environmental Protection

Fire protection standards and building materials have changed
significantly over time. Older safes may not offer sufficient protection
against modern fire conditions.
Additional environmental concerns include:

® Moisture intrusion

® Condensation inside the safe

@ Degraded door seals
If documents, media, or valuables are exposed to these risks, the safe may
no longer meet today’s protection expectations.

Sign 5:The Safe Is Not Properly Anchored or Never Was

Even a high-quality safe can become outdated if it's improperly installed.
An unanchored or poorly anchored safe:

@ s easier to remove during a theft

® May not meet insurance requirements

@ Reduces overall resistance regardless of weight
Installation standards have improved over time, and older installations
may no longer reflect best practices.

Sign 6: How Growth Can Quietly Outgrow Your Safe

As businesses grow, security needs often change faster than expected.
Increased cash flow, additional records, or more frequent access can place
demands on a safe that it was never designed to handle.

Over time, this can lead to overcrowding, accelerated wear, and reduced
control over access. A safe that once worked well for occasional use may
struggle to keep up as operations expand.

When growth changes how often a safe is used or what it protects, it's a
sign that the safe should be re-evaluated to ensure it still provides the
right level of protection.

Why BusinessesTrust Blue Dot Safes

Blue Dot Safes specializes in professionally selected, delivered, and
installed safes designed for real-world conditions—not assumptions.

§% Need expert servicing, or considering an upgrade to a new safe?

Call us at (866) 747-7233 | B Email: sales@bluedotsafes.com | & Explore solutions at bluedotsafes.com




