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Discussing When to Upgrade
‘'or Re-Rate a Safe

Safes are built for durability —but they are not immune to change. Over time, the way a safe is used, what it
protects, and the standards it must meet can evolve. Understanding when to upgrade or re-rate a safe is
essential for maintaining reliable protection and avoiding unnecessary risk.

At Blue Dot Safes, we help homeowners and businesses determine when a safe upgrade or professional
re-evaluation is necessary. Whether you're storing firearms, business cash deposits, retail inventory, or sensitive
records, protection must align with today’s risks—not yesterday’s assumptions. If you are searching for
professional safe evaluation or safe upgrade services near you, a structured review is the right place to begin.

What Does It Mean to Upgrade or Re-Rate a Safe?

Upgrading a safe typically involves replacing it with a model offering
improved burglary resistance, fire protection, capacity, or locking
technology.

Re-rating a safe means reassessing whether its current classification still
matches the value and type of contents being stored. Safe ratings are
based on standardized performance criteria, and those ratings matter
when determining insurance eligibility and risk exposure. It is important
to note that your current safe may not meet current insurance
requirements. Knowing whether to upgrade or re-rate begins with
evaluating how your security needs have changed.

When the Value of Contents Has Increased

One of the clearest indicators that a safe may need upgrading or re-rating
is an increase in stored value.

Typical UL Ratings Required and Coverage Amounts

Note: Coverage limits are estimates and vary significantly by insurer,

location, and whether the safe is connected to a monitored alarm system.

® RSC (Level I/1l): Resists 5-10 mins of prying/drilling. Typical coverage: Up
to $5,000 - $10,000 (often not enough for jewelry).

® TL-15: 15 mins of tool resistance. Typical coverage: Up to $100,000 -
$150,000.

® TL-30: 30 mins of tool resistance. Typical coverage: Up to $200,000 -
$350,000.

® TL-30x6: 30 mins tool resistance on all 6 sides. Typical coverage:
$375,000 - $750,000.

® TRTL-30x6: Torch and Tool resistant, 30 mins. Typical coverage:
$1,000,000+.

You should reassess your safety if:
@ Cash handling volume has grown
@ Theinventory or equipment value has expanded
@ Afirearm collection has increased
@ Legal, medical, or financial documents have accumulated
As asset value rises, the level of protection required rises with it. A safe
selected years ago may no longer provide the appropriate rating for
current conditions.

When Business Operations Have Expanded
Growth introduces new access patterns and operational demands.
Increased usage, multiple employees accessing the safe, and higher
transaction volume can exceed the safe’s original purpose.

Over time, this can impact internal control, locking performance, and risk
exposure. For retail stores, offices, medical facilities, and commercial
properties, safe performance should scale with operational growth.

When Insurance or Compliance Requirements Change
Insurance providers may adjust coverage thresholds based on asset value
or claims history. Certain industries must also meet regulatory standards
for storage of cash, firearms, pharmaceuticals, or sensitive records.

Key Requirements for Insurance Approval

® UL Label Verification: The safe must have an official UL label. Unrated
"B-rate" or "C-rate" boxes may not qualify for significant coverage.

® Weight Requirement: Many insurers require the safe to weigh at least
750 Ibs or be securely anchored to the floor or wall.

® Alarm Integration: A TL-30 safe might be insured for $195,000, but if it
is integrated with a monitored burglar alarm, coverage can increase
significantly (e.g., up to $375,000).

Compliance Considerations: Why Ratings Matter

Safe ratings represent tested performance standards. In commercial
settings, using a safe that falls below required burglary or fire ratings can
expose a business to denied claims or regulatory concerns.

Other Important Considerations

® Fire Ratings: While burglary ratings protect against theft, UL Class 350
(for paper) or UL Class 125 (for digital media) are required for fire
protection.

® Replacement Value: Insurance usually covers the replacement cost of
items, not their emotional value.

® Approval: Always consult your insurance agent to confirm which UL
rating they require for your specific policy.

Other Important Considerations

® Has the value of what | store increased significantly?

@ Has usage frequency changed?

® Have insurance requirements been updated?

® |s my safe more than 10 years old?

® Would a failure create serious operational disruption?

FinalThoughts: Security Should Evolve With Your Needs

Discussing when to upgrade or re-rate a safe is about ensuring your
protection remains aligned with current risk levels. As assets grow and
standards shift, security should evolve accordingly.

B% Need expert servicing, or considering an upgrade to a new safe?

Call us at (866) 747-7233 | B Email: sales@bluedotsafes.com | & Explore solutions at bluedotsafes.com




