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The Impact of Insurance Renewals
on Your Safe and Security Planning

Insurance renewals often focus on premiums, deductibles, and coverage limits—but one critical
factor is frequently overlooked: whether your physical security still meets your insurer’s

expectations.

For businesses and homeowners alike, insurance requirements evolve over time. What qualified for
coverage a few years ago may no longer meet current underwriting standards. Reviewing your safe
and overall security setup before renewal season can help prevent coverage gaps, claim disputes,

and unexpected compliance issues.

Why Insurance Requirements Change OverTime

Insurance companies continuously adjust their risk models
based on loss data, theft trends, and fire exposure. As a
result, security expectations often become more stringent.

Common drivers of change include:

Increased burglary activity in certain regions
Higher cash or inventory values

Updated fire protection standards
Industry-specific compliance rules

Changes in business operations

Stricter underwriting guidelines for high-risk
Carrier requirements for TL burglary ratings

A safe that once satisfied insurance guidelines may now
fall short—even if it still functions normally.

How Your Safe Affects Insurance Coverage

Your safe plays a direct role in how insurers evaluate risk. In
many cases, coverage limits for cash, firearms, records, or
valuables are tied to the type and installation of the safe
protecting them.

Insurers may review:

® Safe burglary rating

Fire protection rating

Whether the safe is properly anchored

Lock type and access control

Installation documentation

Frequency of safe access

Carrier recognized third-party ratingss

® Meeting minimum net weight requirements

If your safe no longer aligns with these expectations,
insurers may adjust coverage limits, increase premiums, or
require upgrades. In some cases, coverage may be capped
well below your actual asset value if the safe rating does
not qualify for higher limits.

Warning Signs Before Your Next Renewal

Before your policy renews, it's wise to evaluate whether
your current setup still meets likely requirements.

Watch for these indicators:

® Your business has grown or handles more cash than before

® You've never had the safe professionally inspected

® The safe is not bolted to a concrete surface

The lock technology is older or unsupported

Insurance paperwork references outdated coverage limits

You've experienced staff turnover affecting access control

Your insurer has requested updated photos or proof of safe rating
Your safe does not match the burglary classification of your policy

Any of these can signal that a security review is overdue.

Why Proper Anchoring Matters to Insurers

One of the most common issues insurers flag is improper installation.
Even high-quality safes can fail insurance expectations if they are not
securely anchored.

Proper anchoring:

® Increases the time and tools required for attempted theft
® Reduces the likelihood of safe removal during a break-in

® Demonstrates compliance with best-practice installation
® May be required for certain coverage thresholds

® |s often mandatory for safes under a specified weight

If you're unsure whether your safe is properly anchored, a professional
evaluation can quickly confirm. At Blue Dot Safes, anchoring is not an
afterthought—it is a critical part of meeting both security best practices
and insurance standards.

Documentation and Professional Installation

Many insurers increasingly request proof that safes were professionally
installed and meet stated ratings. Missing documentation can complicate
claims—even when the safe itself performed correctly.
Professional installation helps ensure:

@ Correct placement and leveling

@ Verified anchoring

@ Proper door operation and alignment

e Compliance with manufacturer guidelines

@ Installation records when needed

@ Photographic documentation for insurance files
Keeping this documentation on file before renewal season can prevent
delays later. If documentation is missing, Blue Dot Safes can help verify
ratings and provide updated installation confirmation where applicable.

B% Need expert servicing, or considering an upgrade to a new safe?
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Industries Most Affected by Insurance Scrutiny

While all property owners benefit from proper safe
selection, some industries face higher insurance
expectations due to elevated risk.

These often include:

® Retail stores handling daily cash

® Hospitality businesses

® Cannabis operations

® Check-cashing and financial services

® Jewelry and high-value retail

e Professional offices storing sensitive records

® Pawn shops and precious metal buyers

o Firearms dealers subject to ATF storage expectations
For these environments, periodic safe reviews are
especially important. In high-risk categories, insurers
frequently require TL-rated safes and may adjust premiums
significantly based on rating level.

A Smart Pre-Renewal Security Checklist

Before your next insurance renewal, take a few minutes to
review:

@ Is your safe properly anchored to concrete?

@ Does your safe rating match current asset values?

@ Has the lock been inspected within the past year?

@ Do you have installation documentation on file?

@ Have access codes been updated after staff changes?
@ Does your safe still meet insurance expectations?

@ |Is coverage aligned with your burglary classification?
@ Confirmed current year’s minimum requirements?

If any answer is uncertain, a professional review is a wise
next step.

Why BusinessesTrust Blue Dot Safes

Blue Dot Safes specializes in professionally selected,
delivered, and installed safes designed for real-world risk
and insurance alignment. We focus on matching safe
ratings to actual asset exposure—so customers aren't
overinsured with underperforming equipment or
underprotected with outdated security.

We support customers with:

® Gun Safes

® Depository Safes

® Fire & Burglary Safes

® High Security Safes

® Utility Safes

® Floor Safes

® TL Rated Safes for commercial insurance compliance

® Custom solutions for regulated and high-risk industries

Our team helps evaluate whether your current safe still
meets operational and insurance needs—so there are no
surprises at renewal time. In many cases, a brief
consultation can clarify whether an upgrade, re-anchoring,
or documentation update is needed—before your insurer
raises concerns.

Final Thoughts: Stay Ahead of Renewal Surprises

Insurance renewals shouldn’t be the moment you discover
a security gap. A safe that was appropriate years ago may
no longer match today’s risks, asset values, or underwriting
standards.

By reviewing your safe, installation, and access controls
ahead of renewal season, you can protect both your assets
and your coverage with confidence. The cost of proactively
aligning your safe with insurance standards is almost
always lower than the financial impact of a denied or
reduced claim.

Talk to a Blue Dot Safes Specialist

Whether you're preparing for an insurance renewal or
evaluating your current protection, our team is here to
help.

& Call: (866) 747-7233
£/ Email: sales@bluedotsafes.com
Visit: bluedotsafes.com
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