
When Your Safe Needs Inspection: 
Indicators It’s Time to Call and Expert

Your safe is designed to deliver years—even decades—of reliable protection. But like any precision security 
system, it requires attention to keep working at peak performance. Ignoring early warning signs can turn your 
strongest line of defense into a liability.
Whether you rely on a Gun Safe, Depository Safe, Fire & Burglary Safe, or High Security Safe, knowing when to 
schedule a professional inspection can prevent costly breakdowns, lockouts, or even vulnerabilities during an 
attempted theft.
At Blue Dot Safes, we help customers stay ahead of problems by identifying the red flags that signal it’s time for 
expert care.

1. Difficulty Opening or Closing
 If the handle feels stiff, the door drags, or the bolts don’t 
slide smoothly, it’s more than just an inconvenience—it’s 
a sign of internal wear or misalignment. Forcing the 
mechanism can cause permanent damage

2. Safe Door Swings Open on Its Own
 A properly functioning safe door should never swing 
open freely. If yours does, it may indicate hinge wear, 
loose pins, or that the safe is no longer level. This is an 
early warning sign that requires adjustment to ensure 
your valuables remain secure.

3. Unresponsive or Slow Keypad
 If your electronic keypad takes multiple tries, lags, or 
occasionally fails to register input, don’t ignore it. This can 
be caused by worn-out wiring, a failing keypad, or battery 
corrosion. Schedule an inspection before it locks you out.

4. Strange Noises During Operation
 Grinding, scraping, or clicking noises when you turn the 
dial, handle, or enter a code often mean internal 
components are wearing down. Early detection prevents 
a small issue from escalating into a costly lock 
replacement.

5. Safe Doesn’t Lock or Relock Properly
 If the safe doesn’t lock securely or relock after use, this is 
a critical issue. Depository and High Security Safes rely 
on precision boltwork and relocking systems—any delay 
in inspection can compromise your valuables.

6. Visible Wear and Tear (Quarterly Check)
 It’s wise to conduct a quarterly visual inspection of your 
safe. Rust, dents, or worn-out seals can reduce its ability 
to withstand theft, fire, or water damage. If you spot any 
of these signs, schedule a professional assessment 
immediately to prevent further deterioration.

7. Signs of Moisture, Rust, or Condensation
 Moisture isn’t just bad for valuables—it corrodes hinges, bolts, 
and locking mechanisms. If you notice rust or a damp smell, it’s 
time to call a professional before damage spreads.

8. After a Break-In Attempt or Suspicious Incident
 Even if criminals didn’t succeed, forced entry attempts can weaken 
structural integrity or damage relocking systems. A post-incident 
inspection ensures your safe is still providing the full level of 
protection it was designed for.

9. Routine Security Checkpoints

Why Professional Inspections Matter

 Even without visible problems, it’s wise to schedule an inspection if:
• Staff changes require code resets or access audits
• It’s been several years since your last service
• You’re approaching a high-traffic or high-cash season
• Your safe is critical to business operations (retail, pawn, jewelry, 

financial services)

� Built for Strength, Backed by Experts

A safe isn’t just a storage box—it’s a precision-engineered security 
system. Routine professional inspections can:
• Catch wear-and-tear before it causes failure
• Ensure electronic locks, bolts, and relockers work correctly
• Extend the lifespan of your safe
• Keep your business compliant with insurance or industry 

regulations
• Give you confidence that your safe will perform when it 

matters most

Every Blue Dot Safe—from Depository Safes to Fire & Burglary 
Safes—is engineered in the U.S.A. for uncompromising strength 
and reliability. But even the best-made safes perform best when 
cared for properly.

Our U.S.-based service team provides fast, professional inspections 
and support, helping you avoid costly delays or emergencies.

Call us at (866) 747-7233

Email: sales@bluedotsafes.com
Explore solutions at bluedotsafes.com

Need help with maintenance tips, scheduling a service, or considering an upgrade to a new safe?


