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Behind the Build: What Makes
a Safe Truly Secure?

In a world increasingly concerned with protecting both physical and digital assets, the
humble safe continues to play a vital role in securing valuables, cash, and sensitive
documents. But not all safes are created equal. The true measure of a safe’s security lies in a
complex balance of materials, certifications, and build features that go far beyond what

meets the eye.

‘% 1. Material Composition &
Construction

e High-security safes are typically built with thick steel bodies
and doors, like the TL-rated safes, which can withstand
power tools for up to 15-30 minutes.

® Many safes include composite or concrete barrier layers
within the walls to improve resistance to cutting or
prying—commonly seen in burglary and fire-rated models.

® Durable welded construction with internal hinges
minimizes tampering opportunities and eliminates weak
points.

® Multi-layered doors in premium models provide better
defense against common attack methods like drilling and
torching.

2. Fire Resistance Standards

e Safes designed for fire protection feature internal
insulation that helps maintain interior temperatures
below 350°F during exposure to external heat of
1,200°F or more.

e Many fire-rated safes are UL certified and tested for
1 to 2 hours of protection, which is crucial for
storing paper documents or digital media.

e California DOJ compliance, often included in gun
safes, adds an extra layer of credibility for
residential buyers.
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i 3. Locking Mechanisms

e Today's secure safes use digital keypads,
time-delay locks, or biometric access, as seen in
smart safe models designed for businesses or
high-value storage.

e Anti-drill plates, hardened steel lock housings,
and internal relocking devices activate
automatically if tampering is detected —features
found in advanced builds like the Genesis series.

e Multi-point bolt systems, which are standard on
most secure models, help ensure the door
remains sealed even under force.

@ 4. Specialized Use Cases

e Depository safes are ideal for retail or restaurant
environments, allowing employees to drop cash
through a chute without opening the main safe
compartment.

® Gun safes must balance fast access with strong
security, often including digital or biometric entry,
adjustable shelving, and DOJ approval.

e For discreet storage, floor safes are designed to

be installed into concrete, keeping valuables
hidden and protected
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4¢ 5. Installation & Placement

e Many models, such as the Under Counter Drop Safe,
come pre-drilled with anchor holes to allow bolting into
concrete or wood surfaces.

e Some smart safes include installation options, helping
ensure the unit is properly secured and less vulnerable
to removal.

e Optimal placement—such as in low-visibility,
ground-level areas—can further reduce risk and
improve ease of daily use.

=. 6. Certification & Compliance

e Look for UL-rated safes (like TL-15 orTL-30) for
commercial-grade protection against tools, prying, and
torching.

e For firearm storage, California DOJ-approved safes
meet legal standards and ensure peace of mind for gun
owners.

e Some safes are also designed to meet insurance
requirements, especially when storing cash, jewelry, or
confidential business records.

@ KeyTakeaways

e A truly secure safe blends strong materials, advanced locks,
fireproofing, and certified testing.advanced locks,
fireproofing, and certified testing.

¢ Choosing the right type—whether it's a drop safe for
business, a gun safe for home, or a floor safe for
discreet storage—makes all the difference.

e Certifications like UL and DOJ aren't just |
abels—they’re proven guarantees of tested
performance under real-world conditions

¢ Why Safe Performance Depends on
More Than Just the Box

A safe’s effectiveness doesn't stop at build quality—how
it's placed, maintained, and used daily matters just as
much. From extreme temperatures to staffing changes
or peak-season security risks, the real-world
performance of your safe hinges on the right setup and
upkeep. Here's what to prioritize in a complete security
solution:

@ Built for Long-Term Serviceability

¢ Choose safes with replaceable keypads and accessible
locking systems—these are easier to repair, keeping
downtime and risk to a minimum.

¢ Models like smart safes often feature modular
components that professionals can service on-site.

@ Integrated Smart Monitoring
e Features like audit trails, failed-entry logs, and remote
alerts provide real-time visibility into access attempts.

e Especially useful during vacations or staff rotations,
these tools help you detect unauthorized access and
respond quickly.

@ Advanced Lock Controls

e ook for programmable time-delay and
dual-authentication locks, which slow down unauthorized
access and support daily cash handling protocols.

e Many models, including those in the Genesis and
depository ranges, allow easy adjustments by certified
technicians.

@ Customizable Maintenance Plans

- Periodic inspections—checking hinges, fire seals,
alignment, and locking performance —ensure consistent
protection.

- Larger organizations often schedule year-round
servicing for safes used in high-volume cash
environments.

@ Correct Professional Installation

- Proper anchoring to the right surface (like
concrete) prevents removal or tipping—especially
critical for under-counter and floor safes.

- Factory-trained installers can assess layout,
security risks, and bolt-down points for maximum
protection.
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Proudly made in the U.S.

Proudly made in the U.S.quality safes built to certified
standards—and supported by correct installation, smart features,
and routine maintenance—offer dependable protection in
real-world conditions, day in and day out

9 Need a Safe That Matches Real-World Demands?

Choose a solution built for more than just security on paper—look
for certified construction, smart features, and proper installation
that hold up during busy seasons and everyday use.
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